"Hands holding a hot heart, surrounded by a web."

Nata's image of the friends, hosts and helpers of the Lydia Project, July 2001.

We were moved by Nata from Minsk's image of the network of people who give time and energy to the Lydia Project, and without whom it could not blossom and grow.    Nata was one of 18 participants from Baltic and former communist countries of north-east Europe, who came to Scotland for 3 weeks of advanced training.  Their visits to church congregations and social outreach projects inspired them and their hosts, and her image has been adopted as a logo for our large support network, in which we are delighted to include you.

Rather than request a subscription, we want to keep in touch, and welcome all forms of help, imaginative ideas for fundraising, or facilitators.  Every bit counts; we thank you for your support in the past and count on it in the future.  You will hear when there are events to keep you up to date with Lydia Project programmes.  We would like to hear from you when you meet with potential donors or when you have ideas for events. We have had concerts, Bulgarian meals with shadow puppets and offers of coffee mornings among other contributions until now.

For some time we have felt the need of keeping in touch with supporters, to tell our plans, hopes, progress and celebrations.  But a traditional 'Friends' organisation was not wanted as much as a communication network.   Of course any suggestions or contacts to add to the institutions, trust, churches and ecumenical bodies who fund us are a happy addition.

To keep the network in place, and enable the Supporting Hands to support the all-important heart, we plan a variety of ways of being in touch.  An occasional newsletter such as the enclosed brief report on last summer's phase II training, which some of you took part in, and a future website for many more potential contacts.

The other news of our programme for this year is phase I in Romania for women of the Black Sea area, who requested it.  A heartening aspect is that training in Romania allows us to useformer Lydia trainees as hosts, facilitators and tutors.  When there are enough 'local Lydias', we shall be happily out of a job, though the support network will remain essential.  We enclose our lastest leaflet, which tells of our East Europe Co-ordiator, Janina Galkauskaite from Vilnius.  Janina was on the first Lydia training programme, became our computer tutor and is responsible for much more.  She teaches IT at the university of Vilnius.

We still have to raise about a fifth of the money for this year's training, but have made a number of applications and go on in faith as we always have.  If necessary, we are ready to trim the programme in numbers or time.  Funds for East Europe are harder to find now that it has dropped out of the headlines, but the need is still very great.

Please keep in touch with us, with ideas and encouragement, whenever you can.

